	

	

	Premier Issue
	October 2001


[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 


Industry to Fund IRT through Voluntary Billings

After consultation with Registry Industry stakeholder groups (the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) and the Small Explorers and Producers Association of Canada (SEPAC)) it has been decided that a new approach would be used to fund the Industry Registry Team (IRT) in 2005.

All companies that operate wells in Alberta will by now have received an invoice that is part of a voluntary billing approach designed to fund the IRT budget for the coming year. 

As the Registry has moved beyond its “project” phase, the IRT no longer has access to CAPP/SEPAC Broad Industry Initiative funds that supported the industry team from 2001 through 2004.  CAPP and SEPAC have endorsed the continued operations of the IRT, as well as a graduated billing scale for companies operating wells in Alberta. Bills range from $50 for companies operating less than 5 wells, to $90,000 for the largest operators.

While the Registry has been up and running for over 2 years, the IRT continues to make a contribution in the following areas:

· Provision of an Industry voice on the Registry management team.

· Subject Matter Expertise contribution for advanced Industry training, testing, change management and communications.

· User support as resources to the Registry Service Desk, Industry Benefits Committee and Industry members of the Registry Advisory Committee.


Continued on Page 2
 




Registry Upgrades Servers

In an effort to provide the best possible system to its clients, the Registry team is continuing with the renewal process of its servers to stay current with technology directions. 


The first part of December 2004 saw this process continue with the introduction of  “blade” servers as the Registry’s web servers.

Blade servers are a server architecture that houses multiple server modules (blades) in a single chassis.  Blade servers are used in data centres to save space and improve system management.  

The primary benefit to the Registry is to reduce the amount of effort required to manage the servers and improve the Petroleum Registry’s disaster recovery time.   

With implementation of these technical initiatives, it is expected that the Registry system will become even more stable and responsive.
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IRT Funding – con’t from page 1

· Continued focus on enhancing the level of benefits realized by Industry users.
· Assessment and promotion of Registry enhancement opportunities of benefit to Industry. For 2005, potential enhancements under consideration include inclusion of Allowable Cost reporting on the Registry, British Columbia inclusion in the Registry, Pipeline Split reporting, and additional DOE and EUB functionality of benefit to Industry users.

For additional information about the IRT and this new funding approach, contact Industry Registry Manager Ross Weaver (403-297-4411).

Registry Holiday Hours

Registry/Service Desk regular hours of operation will be altered over the holiday season.  Listed below are the days affected by the holiday season.

Friday, December 24/04
         6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 25/04

Closed

Monday, December 27/04

Closed

Tuesday, December 28/04

Closed

Friday, December 31/04
          6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 1/04


Closed

Monday, January 3/04


Closed

The Registry will be open its regular hours of operation during workdays scheduled over the holiday season.  For more information on the December 2004/January 2005 Registry Calendars, visit the Registry website: Bulletin Board – Calendars.


Industry Registry Team Offers Advanced Training

Industry has indicated that it would like access to a more advanced form of Registry user training.   The first step in meeting this need has been for the Registry team to add a training segment to the regularly scheduled Registry Q&A information sessions.  

In addition to this, the Industry Registry Team (IRT) is offering (subject to resource availability) to provide company-specific training sessions...in company offices. 

However, there are two stipulations to this offer.   First, supervisor/ managers must identify their specific areas of training needs, and discuss these with the IRT. Second, for smaller groups, it may be time and cost effective to hold joint sessions with others who have similar needs. 

For further information on this training opportunity, contact IRT Manager Ross Weaver (403-297-4411).

Pipeline Shadow Billing Begins

Since November 19, 2004, the EUB has been shadow billing for pipeline reporting.   Facilities affected include pipelines (liquid and gas), meter stations, and some terminals.   

The pipeline shadow billing notice will be released to clients up to five days after the EUB Non-compliance Fee Invoice has been issued. Shadow billing will be in place for six months prior to payable invoices being issued to pipeline, meter station, and terminal operators.

All outstanding errors from October 2002 to current must be corrected before the end of shadow billing or fees will be invoiced and payable. 

To learn more, visit the Registry web site: Tips/Alerts/FAQs – Alerts - EUB to begin Pipeline Non Compliance Fee Shadow Billing.

For assistance in correcting errors contained in the shadow billing, please contact the IRT's Ann Hagedorn (403-297-3618)

Changes to EUB
 Non-Compliance Report
As of November 4, 2004, a new button has been added to the EUB Non-compliance report. The new “All Current User Assigned” button allows users to quickly select only the facilities they have been assigned.   This change is designed to make the report more user friendly and faster to use.

In addition to the new button, the report and notifications will now be labelled more clearly; making it easier to determine which version of the report or notification the user is looking at.  Depending on the method of creation, the report will be called:


1. ‘EUB - Non-Compliance Errors – (OnRequest)’ 

2. 'EUB - Non-Compliance Errors – (Warning)'

3. 'EUB - Non-Compliance Errors – (Final)' 

For more information about these changes, visit the Registry website: Tips/Alerts/FAQs – Tips – Monthly Reporting Volumetrics - New Button and other Changes to the EUB Non-Compliance Report.
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The Registry team would like to wish you a happy holiday season!
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